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Message From The President 
 
I would like to thank the members of the YMIA 
for electing me as 
President of the YMIA. I 
look forward to serving as 
your President and hope 
that I can perform the  
duties of President in a way 
that brings respect to the 
YMIA and its members. This month has been a 
busy one for the YMIA with having both our 
annual holiday dinner along with hosting the 
HVCC holiday party. Both events were a big 
success thanks to the help of several hard 
working volunteers. I appreciate all the hard 
work done before, during , and after both events. 
In order for events like these to be successful 
takes a lot of hard work on the part of the people 
who volunteer. Without these volunteers events 
that we host could not be held and I don't have 
time to thank everyone right now for their hard 
work. 
I encourage our members to get involved in the 
association and its functions and please feel free 
to attend our board meetings each month. We 
need the input of our members in order to serve 
our community. So if have any concerns or know 
of a neighbor in need let us know. 
 The YMIA still face many challenges ahead of 
us one of which is the LAFCO hearings the 
annexation fight isn't over yet. The YMIA and the 
HVCC have set aside money for a bus to the 
hearing in San Bernardino. 
Once again thank you again for letting me serve 
as President of the YMIA.  

 

Charles McHenry, President 

 
 

 

YMIA Holiday Dinner 
 
Remember everyone is cordially invited to 
attend our Pot luck members meetings on the 
4th Friday of the month at 6:00 PM. 
 
What a wonderful dinner we 
had on December 5 at the 
centeré..everyone that 
came had a fantastic time!! 
David and Nancy Kronick 
prepared the delicious food.  
 
Paula Carter was happy to welcome everyone 
and take their money. Earlene McCloskey and 
Rick Sayers dished up many full plates of food 
along with Candice Joyce.  The servers were 
Joy Williams, Cindy Hoover, Cindy Joyce, Linda 
and myself.  
 
We had lots of help in the kitchen with clean-up, 
David Kujala, Carl Schmitt, Jim Sammons, 
Charlie McHenry all washed many, many 
dishes.  
 
The Old Car Club members were there once 
again to support the center. We had some 
wonderful door prizes donated by Nancy 
McHenry which everyone enjoyed receiving. The 
Christmas music was softly playing in the 
background and the holiday decorations along 
with the beautiful decorated Christmas tree were 
enjoyed by all. If  you missed the dinner you 
missed a wonderful one. Please, if I left anyone 
out that helped, forgive me. 

 

Nancy Sammons 
 

Sunshine 
 
Several YMIA members 
attended the memorial for long-
time member and past Y.M.I.A. 
Vice President Wayne Snyder 
held at the Desert Hills 
Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley.  
 
Many of us knew Wayne and Gwen Snyder very 
well and wanted to be there to support her and 
the family.  Wayne and Gwen had been married 
for over 65 years and most of those years had 
worked side by side with each other.  Wayne 
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and Gwen enjoyed many years flying together in 
their plane anytime they got the urge to travel.  
 
Gwen asked if we could put something in the 
newsletter about Wayneôs truck she would like to 
sell. It is a 1986 Nissan with a King Cab, the 
engine was rebuilt in 2003, and is in good 
condition. Please call Gwen at 369-1404 if you 
are interested.   
 

Nancy Sammons, Sunshine Chair  365-8507 

 

Advertisers: 
 

The Sportsman Club once again 
renewed their full page ad in the 
Progress.  
 
I forgot to mention a new ad we 
received that started in November. Grandpaôs 
Boot Barn, owned by Bob and Margo Sturges, 
has a full page ad in the Progress. They are 
located at the Sky Village Swap Meet located 
behind Barr Lumber. They have so many really 
neat vintage items that are very hard to find. 
Stop in and say hi and look around at all their 
great merchandise.  
 
Several of our ads are past due and reminders 
have been sent out. Members, please support 
our advertisers. If you happen to visit one of 
them, let them know you are part of Y.M.I.A.  
Their ads help pay for the printing and postage 
of our newsletter.  
 

Nancy Sammons, Advertiser Chair 
 

 
 

Meeting Highlights 
 

November 12th:   
 
Remember everyone is 
cordially invited to attend our 

board meetings on the 2
nd

 Friday of the month at 
7:00 PM. 
 
This was the first time Charles McHenry, our 
newly elected President, presided.  He made a 
request that we all try to get along. And stated 
the need to let people know about the YMIA. He 
also said that we need to find someone to write 
articles for us in the local newspaper. 
 
It was decided to write a letter to the HVCC  to 
complain about the Flamingo Heights 
representative that was bashing the YMIA,   
 
The Treasurerôs report was read and posted at 
the Community Center and a check was written 
to purchase a new rug cleaner. 
 
The membership was reported to be at 177 paid 
members. 
 
David Kronick agreed to take charge of the 
Buildings and Grounds. 
 
Plans for the upcoming Holiday Dinner were 
discussed. 
 
Rick Sayers reported he was working on writing 
next year's block grant requests. 
 
It was decide to write Burrtec about the trash 
problem they were causing. 
 
Ther was much discussion on what to do with 
the computers left over from the Computer 
School. 
 

 
 
 

December 11th: 
 
The Treasurerôs report was given and posted.  
The preliminary reports on the Holiday Dinner 
showed a profit of $400. 
 
The membership now stands at 180 members.  
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Balsa was reported in the dire need of 
smoothing. 
 
The proposed letter to Burrtec was read and 
approved. 
 
David Cooper requested a turnout for the 
upcoming water board meeting.  He also 
presented a map of bicycle routes for posting on 
our website. 
 
Rick Sayers requested by letter if we would 
consider sponsoring a "Hot-spot" for internet 
service in the local area. 
 
It was announced that we were turned down 
from receiving funds for supporting the Census 
effort this year. 
 

Mike McGrath 

 

Dues are due January 1, .  If your 

address label is coded 2009, then 

you are behind in your dues.  Please 

support your YMIA.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

HVCC Christmas Party 
 
On Saturday, December 19 the 
party of all parties occurred at 
the Y.M.I.A.  It was the HVCC 
Christmas Party and what a 
party it was.  Rick Sayers worked many, many 

hours stringing Christmas lights throughout the 
center, and around the outside as well. We 
wanted to have the atmosphere just right. The 8ô 
Christmas tree was decorated and lighted to the 
max. The tables were all covered and decorated 
with festive pieces.  
 
Joanna Wright made and brought the beautiful 
lighted glass center pieces. The food was totally 
amazing, tables and tables of food; three kinds 
of homemade chili, homemade corn bread, 
meatballs, pinwheels, meat and cheese platters, 
vegetable and fruit trays, so many appetizers 
and  snacks, dips, salsa, chips, crackers and 
wonderful homemade candies made by Earlene 
McCloskey.  
 
We had all kinds of drinks available, wine, beer, 
mixed, juice, soda, homemade eggnog made by 
Jim Harvey.  We had a three piece music group 
that came all the way from Los Angeles and 
were so good and so much fun, and we were 
able to sing along with them as well.  
 
Our own Neil Derry was there enjoying the 
evening and he got up and sang for us all. The 
center was filled to the max!!  We had people 
come all the way from Lucerne Valley and Palm 
Springs as well. 
 
Everyone could not believe how wonderful and 
beautiful it looked. We were able to collect close 
to 150 gifts for deserving children, the attendees 
were so kind and generous in their gift giving.  
On Monday, after the party HVCC President Jim 
Harvey, and Jim Hanley from Johnson Valley 
loaded up all the children's gifts and took them 
to Tender Loving Christmas for Mara to hand out 
at the Christmas Party.  HVCC, YMIA  and all 
the party attendees helped make Christmas 
special for many children this year.   
 

Nancy Sammons 
 

Food Drive 
 
Thank you to all who 
purchased and brought food 
to our food drive and who 
donated money as well. We 
started the drive in October 
and were able to collect over 25 bags of canned 
and packaged food.  
 
We even received some toiletries and pet food 
as well for families that have four legged friends. 

YMIA  
www.yuccamesa.org 

Membership Application 
Name: _____________________________ 

Residence: __________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________ 

State: / Zip: _______________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ 

Email: 

__________________________________ 

Annual Dues:  $10.00 per person or $20.00 

per family 

Make Checks Payable to:  YMIA 

Mail to: YMIA Membership Chair 

 3133 Balsa, Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
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The food was loaded up and taken to Mara for 
Tender Loving Christmas.  
 
 were also able to give a cash donation from 
money we received from members.  Mara 
appreciates each and every donation. Thank 
you again for your help with this drive.   

 

Nancy Sammons 
 

LAFCO 
 

LAFCO has yet to have their meeting regarding 
the Sphere Of  Influence being awarded to 
Yucca Valley over the Mesa.  The earliest 
meeting would be in February, but has not been 
announced yet.  The HVCC and the YMIA are 
sponsoring a bus to take interested parties to 
that meeting.  If you are interested in reserving a 
spot on the bus, please let us know. 
 

Mike McGrath 
 

Food for Thought 
 
1. For every action, there is an equal and 
opposite government program. 
 
2. If you look like your passport picture, you 
probably need the vacation. 
 
3. A conscience is what hurts when all of your 
other parts feel so good. 
 
4. Eat well, stay fit, die anyway. 
 

Mike McGrath 

 

THE YUCCA MESA SONG 
By George? 
 
(tune: "The Road To Mandalay") 
(Oley Speaks) 
 
By an old snow capped mountain, 
High above the Salton Sea, 
Lies a Beautiful Yucca Mesa 
Just awaitin' there for me. 
For the breeze is a blowin' 
And the Banning blossoms - say, 
Turn you east, my city brother, 
Go down Whitewater way, 
Go down Whitewater way, 
 
Come you back to Yucca Mesa, 
Where the Jacks and Cottons play. 

Can't you hear the quail achatter 
As they scatter along the way? 
On the road to Yucca Mesa 
Where the roadrunners play, 
And the jets raise hell-like thunder 
Out of Palms not far away. 
 
Her Joshua blossoms so pretty, 
0 rare and ancient queen, 
As you stand on your desert carpet, 
See how good your God has been. 
At the foot of Gorgonio Mountain 
With head high in the sky, 
Tryin' to reach up to heaven 
In the sweet bye and bye, 
In the sweet bye and bye. 
 
Oh you queen of desert land, 
Rare beauty of God's plan, 
Tell me why oh why is there, is there 
No peace within this land? 
On the road to Yucca Mesa, where the 
cottontails play, 
and the thunder of the war games 
Is heard not far away. 
 
Let me live on the Yucca Mesa 
Where the air is sweet and clean, 
Where the water so refreshes 
That a man can rest and dream. 
And the monument rocks are standin 
In the land above the sea, 
Far above the Yucca Mesa 
What a thrilling sight to see 
What a thrilling site to see. 
 
 
Come you back to Yucca Mesa, 
Where the quail run fast and free. 
Can't you hear their mothers calling 
As they scatter like the leaves? 
On the road to Yucca Mesa 
Where the quail run fast and free, 
And in the morn with all its beauty 
God paints for you and me 

 
 

Thank You 
 
A big thanks to Dennis Hofelich, who came out 
on a moments notice to grade the rodd into the 
community center before the HVVC Christmas 
party.
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Holiday Dinner 

Pictures 


