Food Drive

Please don't forget to bring
something to donate to our
food drive. You can drop off
items at our business
meetings on the second
Friday at 6:00 p.m. or at the
Annual Holiday Dinner
coming up on Saturday,
December 5.

We recently received a cash donation towards
the drive from one of our member/advertisers.
Let’s try and get the food drive box completely
full so others can have a nice holiday as well, as
we all know there are many families now having
a very difficult time. Check your cupboards; | am
sure there are some cans or boxes of food you
can donate to this cause.

Nancy Sammons

Sunshine

W
| just saw in the Hi-Desert Star ~
that long time member Doris /(
Oppedisano recently passed
away after a very short illness. This was such a
shock as | had just seen her couple of weeks
prior to her death. A sympathy card was sent to
the family on behalf of YMIA members.

Member Gwen Snyder recently had eye surgery
and seems to be doing well. Howard Byerly has
been very ill, he had been in the hospital but
now is back at home where his wife Juanita is
taking really good care of him.

Member Joan Wells is still having her
treatments. She has lost all of her hair but is
feeling really good, just tired some days. Get
well cards have been sent to these members on
behalf of YMIA.

Just got a phone call from Jim Sammons, he is
still up in the Bishop area fishing, been there
since the middle of September enjoying telling
stories & jokes, fishing and the great weather.
He was able to cross another item off his bucket
list this trip, he caught a golden trout and is
planning on going after another one before
leaving the area.

Nancy Sammons, Sunshine Chair 365-8507

Advertisers

We obtained a new advertiser at
the Country Faire, Ken Blair of
Solar Wind. Member, Joy Williams
also obtained a new advertiser for
us, Maid to Order, a janitorial
service provider.

We have a few ads that are up for renewal and
notices have been sent out. Members please try
and support our advertisers, if you visit their
business, let them know you are a YMIA
member.

Nancy Sammons, Advertiser Chair

48" Birthday Potluck Dinner

We had a great turnout for the potluck in
September; so much wonderful food was
enjoyed by everyone. We had an entire table of
first timers which was wonderful, hope they join
and come back to see us. Pictures were taken
at the dinner and will be put on the bulletin board
at the center.

If you find one of you, please feel free to take it,
they are there for you. Thanks to all of you that
came out for the Birthday Party and thank you to
Nancy McHenry for helping me set up and
decorate.

Nancy Sammons

Nancy Sammons

Meeting Highlights
September 11"

The Treasurer’s report was posted E,_’ _ﬂ
and handed out. Mike McGrath %@7

announced that he was not going to » )
run for office next year. W ﬂ 17
All of the new signs are now up — they look
really good. Jim Sammons did a great job.

Building & grounds items that need attention:

- Winterize the swamp coolers which consist of
shutting off, disconnecting, and draining the
water supply. The covers are in the water heater
closet and should be installed before the
building is heated.

- Fascia needs painting

- Someone needs to check the sprinkler timer
and duration.

- The Ragweed needs to be removed.

- The Patio water lines and drains need to be
drained.



Jim Sammons resigned his positions with the
YMIA.

Earlene McCloskey will join Nancy Sammons
and Bruce Davis on the Nominating committee.

Bobbie Flint reported that all was on track on our
application for grants from the Census Bureau.

It was agreed to contribute $100 to the
Sportsman’s Club for their upcoming raffle.

It was reported that our advertising income was
not paying for the publishing and distributing of
the Progress.

October 9th

The Treasurer’s report was posted, handed out
and it was reported that the Country Faire
brought in more than

$1,300.00.

We now have 172 paid members.

We discussed donating our archives to the
Historical society.

It was voted that we set aside $500 for providing
a bus for the next LAFCO Meeting.

It was discussed as what to do with the
computers left from closing of the computer
school. No decision was made.

| t was decided that we purchase a carpet
cleaner for future spotting to reduce the number
of times we have to have the carpet
professionally cleaned.

October 23"

We had our Election Potluck and voted for our
new Board: Charlie McHenry, President, Rick
Sayers, Vice President, Nancy Sammons,
Secretary, Earlene McCloskey, 2" Vice and
Paula Carter, Treasurer.

The Board voted to oppose the attempt to form a
MAC until we can have a general meeting to
discuss the issue; this was unanimously
approved by the membership present.

crafting at the

Yucca Mesa

Community Center on Nov. 21st from 10:00
A.M. to 1 P.M. Have fun and meet new people

Mike McGrath

Crafting

There will be

at the Yucca Mesa community Center. Free for
everyone Ages 5 & Up. We will be doing
Christmas ornaments. All materials will be
supplied along with items to be painted. Just
bring your creative ideas. Be sure to wear old
clothes because the paints will stain.

Nancy McHenry

Helen Acord x::,y

\

Long time Y.M.L.A.
member and Yucca
Mesa resident, Helen
Acord has moved to
Indiana to be closer to
her family. One of her sisters, Ethel McDonald
came out from Indiana last month along with her
nephew Joe Mowery from Yuma and spent
weeks getting things organized for the move.

Member Joy Williams was also there daily
sorting, packing and helping with the many
necessary duties involved. Helen has been
living in the Yucca Mesa area since 1979. Her
first home was on Sunny Sands and the one she
just left on Cielto, east of Yucca Mesa Road.

Helen was very busy over the years in the
community, helping with the food give-away and
many other programs. There was a 3-day
garage sale at Helen’s recently and many of
Y.M.ILA. members stopped by and found things
they could not live without and gave Helen their
best wishes on her new adventure.

On Sunday, after the garage sale was over,
David Kronick, Nancy McHenry and | went over
and sorted, packed and loaded both his truck
and trailer with some wonderful items that we
took over to Y.M.I.A. They will be put in storage
until the next Faire, so we already have lots of
really nice things for the white elephant tables.

| recently spoke to Helen and she is doing just
fine, said the weather is much cooler but all is
well. | have both her address and telephone
number and if anyone is interested just call me.
Helen would love to keep in touch with her many
friends on the Mesa. | just found out that Helen’s
89th birthday was October 25", hope she had a
great birthday with her family.

Nancy Sammons
Food For Thought

1. Artificial intelligence is no match for natural
stupidity.



2. Not one shred of evidence supports the notion
that life is serious.

3. A person, who is nice to you, but rude to the
waiter, is not a nice person. (This is very
important. Pay attention! It never fails.)

Mike McGrath
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2010 Census \ \ >
The Yucca Mesa ﬁz o?
-
Improvement
Association

has partnered with the United States Census to
assist the Census Bureau in promoting the 2010
Census We want to encourage all our members
to complete and mail in your questionnaire once
you receive it (sometime in February/March
2010).

Your census count brings in federal dollars to

your community. So encourage all your friends,

family, and neighbors to complete theirs too.

For more information about the 2010 Census, go
to: www.2010census.gov

Bobbie Flint

A Move to form a MAC

It has come to my attention that a few citizens
claiming to represent the Citizens of Yucca
Mesa are attempting to get the County to form a
Yucca Mesa MAC. It can be done simply by the
County Board of Supervisors without a vote of
the citizens involved.

We were blindsided by the Town of Yucca
Valley trying to annex us and now we are hit
again by another unidentified group trying to
change our form of government without the
majority of the people's involvement. It provides
for people representing us by County
appointment, not by being voted in.

If this happens it will probably end the
Homestead Valley Community Council and also
has the potential to end the Yucca Mesa
Improvement Association.

Mike McGrath

We Love Our Mesa

The Yucca Mesa MAC is being organized by the
County Board of Supervisors at the request of
the Stop Yucca Mesa Annexation Coalition
(which is not part of YMIA) in an effort to provide
better communication between the residents of

Yucca Mesa and the County of San Bernardino
and to help better define the Community of
Yucca Mesa.

Many Coalition members and residents have
expressed a desire to be better informed about
community affairs in a timely manner.
(Example: Notification to Mesa Residents
regarding the Annexation). Hopefully, the MAC
will fulfill the need for the residents to become
more aware of what is happening in their
community in a timely manner.

The MAC's power is that it has no power. There
are no dues, potlucks, or social events. The
MAC Council members will be servants for the
residents of Yucca Mesa. The MAC (with
volunteer help) will advertise its meetings,
maintain a website, and communicate directly
with ALL residents through newsletters and
outreach programs as necessary. There are no
MAC dues or social events. The MAC is subject
to the Brown Act.

Yucca Mesa did have a MAC years ago and it
co-existed with YMIA. The MAC is not in
competition with YMIA. They are two different
and independent groups with two different
agendas. YMIA is a social club of about 150
members while the Mesa has over 1500
registered voters plus other residents. YMIA
does not involve itself with politics. The MAC
addresses the community's land issues and
other needs.

All residents, including YMIA members will be
encouraged to attend and express their views on
agenda issues at the MAC meetings.

In no way will a Yucca Mesa MAC end the
Homestead Valley Community Council or YMIA.
The MAC has no power to do that. To state that
it does reflects ignorance of the nature and
scope of a MAC.

Elizabeth Karman

Veterans and Families of Veterans

There is free help available for Veterans with
guestions about their benefits

At the Landers Community Center (Belfield Hall)
on Reche Road, in Landers, California. Every
Monday from 9:00 AM until the last person is
served.

Provided by: Rev. Gary C. Douglas, SSO
VA Medical Center



11201 Benton St., Rm. 1F39A
Loma Linda, CA 92357
Phone: (909) 583-6013

Fax: (909) 583-6707

From the AMVETS National Service
Department. “The mission of the Service
Department is to provide services to our
veterans and their families. We do this using a
cadre of AMVETS Service Officers, State
Department of Veteran Affairs employees, and
County Veteran Service Officers. You will find
them listed, alphabetically by state, and then
alphabetically by city”, in the on-line Amvet
directory. They are there for you! Use their
knowledge to your benefit.

Ken Stermetz, Landers

The Coalition wins two rounds!

On Wednesday night, October 7, 2009, the Hi-
Desert Water District Board directed its staff to
exclude Yucca Mesa from the wastewater
financing alternatives. The Board would not,
however, create two different billing areas.

This is a major victory for the Coalition (all
Yucca Mesa Residents and supporters). The
estimated cost for the treatment plant is $35,000
per landowner, not including fees and other
charges.

This win comes only one month after the Town
of Yucca Valley withdrew its application to
LAFCO for a Sphere of Influence (SOI). It was
important that the Town withdrew its SOI not
only to save Yucca Mesa from the grips of the
Town, but also to save our water supply from
being taken over by the Town. Since the Town
does not have a SOI, they cannot take over Hi-
Desert Water District. LAFCO’s rules are that
the Town would have to have a SOI for the
District in order to take it over.

These two wins are monumental wins! Since
Yucca Mesa is 99.5 percent united, these two
wins are historical. Congratulations and thanks
to the Coalition, the surrounding communities of
Flamingo Heights, Landers, Johnson Valley,
Joshua Tree, and Yucca Valley residents who
supported us, and to the Homestead Valley
Community Council (HVCC) for their strong
participation.

The Coalition is not done yet! The next and
hopefully the final step to this process is the
LAFCO Hearing, which we have been informed,
will be no earlier than January 2010. The date
could change. LAFCO’s Executive Director has

informed us that there is an outside chance that
the LAFCO Commissioners could “trump” the
Town’s decision to withdraw their application. If
that scenario were to succeed, it would then be
possible for LAFCO to enable the Town to ready
us for annexation and to take over the Hi-Desert
Water District. We can’t let that happen.

What'’s the solution? All Yucca Mesa Residents
and supporters will need to show up at the
LAFCO Hearing in January 2010. The Coalition
will announce the exact date via signs, flyers,
letters, newspaper coverage, phone calls,
newsletters at the Mesa Market, and carrier
pigeon if need be.

Busses and carpools

The HVCC and YMIA have each set aside
money for a bus for the Coalition to attend the
Hearing at LAFCO. The bus, in combination with
car pools will enable us to transport a very large
number of Yucca Mesa residents to San
Bernardino for the Hearing. The Coalition will
need to carefully plan the transportation details.
Accordingly, we ask that each and every one
complete the Transportation Form available
online at: www.StopYuccaMesaAnnexation.org
and mail it or hand deliver it to the Mesa Market.

As soon as a date for the LAFCO Hearing is
confirmed, a Coalition meeting will be held to
update all of you and to plan our transportation
to LAFCO.

Elizabeth Karman

Country Faire

It was a huge success due to the participation of
many of the Homestead Valley area people.
Our hats are off to the main organizers: Earlene
McCloskey, Ways and Means Chair, and Nancy
McHenry for scheduling booths and David
Kronick, our famous Chef.

Mike McGrath

Earlene, Nancy and David




On September 19th the YMIA had their Country
Faire. The event was a success with the
participation from the Fire Department and
Citizen's Patrol keeping the kids entertained and
kids fingerprinting. Also on hand were the MBHA
who put on a Gymkana show and the 4H club
selling crafts and raising funds for the local
animal shelter. Booths were also manned by
HVCC and Friends of the Yucca Valley Library.
Many local crafters and vendors were also
present along with a White Elephant sale and
Bake Sale. According to all of those who
participated, the event was fun for all and we are
looking forward to next year’s Country Faire.
Thank You to all who made this year’s Country
Faire a success. A special, thanks goes to
David and Nancy Kronick for cooking the food
that was served throughout the day and to
Earlene for her help in the kitchen. Many others
worked hard to make the event a success, and
to You, we say Thank You.

Charlie McHenry
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MBHA

First, Id' like to say what a

great job done by all on the
Country-Faire/MBHA Tack

Sale! There was a lot of good cooperation
between the two organizations, plus the Fire
Dept, the HVCC, the Citizens' Patrol, and the 4-
H; and of course, all the vendors. An extra
thanks to Nancy, Nancy, Earlene and all the
other volunteers! My wife Nancy and Candice
get thanks from me for helping do the outside
cooking.

The MBHA will be having their annual auction on
Nov. 28, 2009, starting at 5:00 pm for a grill-out
dinner (Hamburgers, hot dogs, trimmings; for a
mere $5.00) and 6:00 pm for the auction. Feel
free to attend or donate Western-related items.
This event is always a lot of fun! All YMIA
members are always welcome to attend any of
the many MBHA events. Please check the YMIA
activity calendar-one is posted on the desk
inside or visit our website at www.mbha.us.

Last but not least, | would like to congratulate all
the recently elected YMIA Board Members. I'm
sure they will do a great job. It is encouraging to
see that our membership is increasing (and
more age-diversified).

David Kronick, MBHA Vice President



Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans

At the September 21 meeting, Carl Gorham, a veteran of World War II,
invited the Council to attend a ceremony at the Marine Base in 29 Palms,
which was the result of years of effort by Carl and other veterans.
Assemblyman Paul Cook’s bill establishing March 30 as Welcome Home
Vietnam Veterans Day in California was signed into law

by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Although notice was short, seven HVCC delegates were on

hand to witness the ceremony. They were surrounded by an

excited crowd of veterans from several wars, their families

and well-wishers, and active duty Marines at attention.

It was a colorful, emotional event, characterized by many as

"long overdue".

Photos by Maryan Barkley, Betty Munson, Jim Harvey, and Court F
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